NOTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE

 LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE,  LARKMEAD SCHOOL

TO DISCUSS FUTURE PTA

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 20 February 2007

Present:
Celia O’Hara, Claire Macrae, Kelly Macrae, David Busby, Jane Brown, Jane Burras, Maureen Macnee, Marion Crowley, Ros Webster,

Ruth Cross, Sara Organ, Sue Alcock, Ticia Lever, Wendy Mannix, Karen Turner, Chris Harris, Pat Bennett, Wendy Winfield


ACTION

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Anna Sene, Beryl Tillin, Caroline Bryan, Elicia Bolam, Ginny Greenwood, Lynne Owen, Sarah Onion,

Seona O’Higgins, Helen Richardson.




2. INTRODUCTION

Karen Turner introduced herself and began the meeting by thanking everyone for the excellent response from parents and teachers to her invitation in the newsletter to form a PTA at Larkmead School.  She had received 42 responses in total with 31 of those people keen to be involved.  Karen had made contact with a parent at another school in Wales who had reintroduced a PTA to their school after four years without one.  Karen also said that there seemed to be many associations to seek advice from, e.g for charity funding and public liability insurance.  Karen introduced the Chair of the previous PTA, David Busby who had run a very successful PTA at Larkmead in the past.  Karen suggested that we discuss in groups our ideas for such an association at Larkmead.   Chris Harris preceded this by outlining the School’s support for a PTA and emphasising the need for schools to become more ‘open house’ in forthcoming years.




3. GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND OUTCOMES

It was agreed that we would divide into small groups and discuss our vision for a PTA at the school.  We would then provide feedback to each other and notes of this were placed on a flip chart.  The outcome of this discussion is attached to these minutes.




4. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

This would be held before the Easter break.  Karen would email

Chris Harris with proposed dates.

Sara Organ

21 February 2007
KT

FLIPCHART NOTES

 OUTCOME OF GROUP DISCUSSIONS

1.
Support and advice

2.
Social gatherings – flexible timings to suit

3.
Website forum

4.
Encouraging parents into school – invitations

5.
Building parent skills database 

6.
Raise profile of Larkmead in area

7.
Support student efforts, e.g. Duke of Edinburgh scheme, World Challenge

8.
Voluntary help, e.g reading – parents/retired workers/professionals

9.
Mentoring

10.
Organisation and administration

11.
Fundraising for equipment

12.
Parents handbook – Year 7/new parents

13.
Reunion – developing contacts

14.
Name for PTA – an interesting name that will attract parent & carers to join

15.
The need to be inclusive

