LARK RISE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE

 LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE, LARKMEAD SCHOOL

ON TUESDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER 2007

Present:
Karen Turner, Sarah Onion, Sally Beer, Claire Macrae , Karen Mount, David Busby, Ros Webster,  Beryl Tillin, Beth Palmer, Debra Allan, Stephanie Harrison, Sally Atcherley-Symes, Sue Alcock, Sue Dix, James Tweed.

	
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Chris Harris, Sara Organ, Ruth Cross,  Anne Sené, Ticia Lever, Celia O’Hara, Sarah Mullord, June White, Gail Gresham and Wendy Mannix.
2. MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9 JULY 2007

The minutes from the last meeting were agreed.
3. PAINTING UPDATE

A big thank you to Beryl Tillin for organising this very successful piece of work. The newly decorated loos now have new loo seats, all woodwork has been decorated, there will be new ceiling tiles and the floors will be painted.

Chris Harris has requested that we paint the sports hall changing rooms which were damaged in the flooding.  Beryl will get more information on this and available insurance funds from Chris and then possibly organise a working party.

There was some discussion as to whether painting is something we should be doing or something that the council should be paying for.   It was generally felt that although it was the council's job, realistically they will not do it and we can, also an advantage being that once we start something other things follow, eg we painted the toilets and now there are new loo seats, ceiling etc.

4. COFFEE MORNING SOCIAL FOR NEW YEAR 7 PARENTS

This will hopefully take place on morning of 10 October. Sara to communicate with Ros regarding time and place by this Fri 14 then the details can go out in a letter which Ros is sending to all year 7 parents. Karen, Sara, Sarah and Beryl will come on the morning and help.

5. QUIZ NIGHT

This will take place on 9 November in Library or school hall depending on numbers.  It will be open to adults and children, teams of maximum of 6. Tickets will be £6 a team. Karen Mount agreed to approach local businesses for prizes. There will be a bar and snacks on sale same as at the barn dance, Sarah Onion, possibly Ruth Cross and Debra Allen to purchase. It was felt that the bar was too cheap at the barn dance so we will increase the prices, £1.50 for a glass of wine was suggested. Wendy Winfield has offered to do posters again and one of these will go into the next newsletter. Licence needs to be applied for - Ruth Cross hopefully to do? Karen to ask Sue Mundy to sell tickets again.

6. LARKRISE COMMUNICATION

Karen will write a letter to all parents to be sent hard copy and electronically giving an update of our latest activities, barn dance and painting, informing of the quiz night and also requesting information to enable us to begin to build a skills database of parents, lastly informing parents that after our next event we will be asking for a wish list from faculties and from student and year voice as to what we spend our funds on. 

7. JAMES TWEED CHAIR OF GOVERNORS

Governing body always wants our views on the school, not very easy to obtain them, maybe Larkrise could be one way of hearing some parents views, a representative from the governors will try and attend several Larkrise meetings. There is no longer a requirement for annual parent/governor meetings, school profile is available on line however. Concern was expressed by several present at the fewer number of IT lessons on the year 8 timetable and also the ICT curriculum. James suggested that the change in lesson times is a factor in the less frequency of IT lessons but will also take concerns back to governors.

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
A parent has written to Alan Bryden at the council requesting a crossing at the Wootton Road roundabout, Copenhagen Drive area due to the large number of Larkmead cyclists trying to cross this very busy area in the mornings. Any additional written support for his concern would be appreciated, by letter or email.

It was agreed that future agendas have a slot for "school matters".

All vouchers, including Sainsbury’s are collected by the school in the learning resource area.

There is training available for any parent who would like to become a sports coach for the school, it was agreed that this information should go out to all parents and that it was a good idea.

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
This will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 3 October 2007 in the Learning Resource Centre at Larkmead.   Please note the need to discuss Larkrise representatives at the school open evening on
11 October at that meeting.
Sarah Onion

11 September 2007
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