LARK RISE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE

 LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE, LARKMEAD SCHOOL

ON WEDNESDAY, 3 OCTOBER 2007

Present:
Karen Turner, Sara Organ, Moira Harris, Pat Bennett, Chris Harris, David Busby, Celia O’Hara, Claire Macrae and Kelly Macrae.
	
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Sue Alcock, Ros Webster,
Sally Atcherley-Symes, Ruth Cross, Beryl Tillin, James Tweed,
Anne Sené, Nic Wilkinson, Elicia Bolam, Gail Gresham, Karen Mount, Stephanie Harrison, Wendy Winfield, Sarah Onion.
Karen explained that Ruth Cross was unable to attend Lark Rise meetings for the time being due to work commitments and full time job promotion.  Well done Ruth!  Sara had sent Ruth an email thanking her for the help and support she had given to Lark Rise.

2. SCHOOL MATTERS

As Chris had come along to the meeting for the first 30 mins (thanks Chris!) we re-arranged the agenda slightly so questions regarding school matters could be put to him first.  Celia asked Chris about the changing facilities for sports clubs.  Chris explained that due to the  flooding at the school temporary arrangements had to be put in place.  There were changing rooms in the Dance Studio as well as the Y7/8 toilets in the Art Block so these could be used.
The sports hall was particularly badly hit by the flood and efforts needed to be concentrated on getting that up and running (pardon the pun!).  Sara asked if any measures were being taken to prevent future flooding.   Costs for flood defences are obviously extremely high so there were no moves towards this at the moment.  Chris said he would speak to the Site Manager about this.
Chris also mentioned that the bike sheds were only temporary and the work on this was in the process of being carried out.

School open day feedback - Moira Harris raised comments from non-Larkmead parents she knew who had been shown around Larkmead a couple of years ago on Open Day and they felt they had been given very negative feedback about the school from the children doing the tours.  Pat Bennett said that it was important who showed you around the school and a lot of care was taken in choosing the children who acted as tour guides.  

David Busby had thought it very beneficial to have James Tweed at the September meeting and was very pleased with James’ prompt response to the questions put to him by Lark Rise at that meeting.  This was agreed by all present.

Chris then had to leave the meeting and was thanked for coming along.
3. MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 11 SEPTEMBER 2007

The minutes from the last meeting were agreed.
4. COFFEE MORNING UPDATE
Ros Webster had kindly booked the LRC for Wednesday, 10 October from 9.00 until 10.30.  Pat Bennett offered to keep a record of numbers interested in coming to the coffee morning whilst she was helping out at the New Parents Evening tomorrow.  Karen was sending a letter to all parents electronically giving an update of our latest activities.

Karen had spoken to Sue Munday regarding the use of a cupboard for Lark Rise to store coffee, tea, etc.   

5. QUIZ NIGHT

Karen Mount was approaching local businesses for prizes.
David Busby had been offered 3 raffle prizes.

There will be a bar and snacks on sale.  After some discussion it was felt that it would be better to use the hall rather than the library just in case of wine spillages, etc.  We could then use the canteen to serve drinks and snacks as at barn dance.

Wendy Winfield had organized a great poster which Karen had brought along.  This would be placed in the next newsletter. 
Claire Macrae offered to be custodian of the temporary events notice for the quiz evening.  Tickets would be available from the School Office and Sue Munday.
David offered to buy the drink and refreshments and set up.  Karen to speak to Debra Allen who had offered to help out with refreshments at the last meeting.

Karen will send out a ‘offers of help’ list for members to fill in a time slot.
If the hall was to be used Guy Townsend would need to be asked to set up the PA system.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Karen would be at the New Parents Evening tomorrow not just as a Year 7 parent herself but also to speak on behalf of Lark Rise to make new parents “Lark Rise” aware!
Karen asked for Lark Rise reps for the Parent evening on Thursday,
11 October and would send out an email for request of help – Sara and Celia offered to help.  It was felt that a display stand/notice board would be a great idea for Lark Rise to have and Karen would mention requests for these in her email.  Display stands are a piece of equipment that the school are short of and this may be something Lark Rise funds could contribute to in the future.
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting to discuss the Quiz Evening will be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 31 October 2007 (spooky, wooky – all broomsticks to be left outside please!) in the Learning Resource Centre at Larkmead.
Sara Organ
7 October 2007
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