LARK RISE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE

 LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE, LARKMEAD SCHOOL

ON WEDNESDAY, 16 JANUARY 2008
Present:  Karen Turner, Sarah Onion, Carole Blythe, Debra Allen, Karen Mount, June White, Sue Alcock, David Busby, Sally Beer, Claire Macrae, Sue Dix,
Chris Harris, James Tweed and Jane Brown.
	
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Sara Organ, Stephanie Harrison, Beth Palmer, Beryl Tillin, Wendy Mannix, Anne Sené and Moira Harris. 
2.  SCHOOL MATTERS
Chris Harris came along to listen to any concerns.

Traffic and Wootton Road crossing: there has been no further contact from the district council regarding this. County council have budget to create a crossing close to Larkmead but this will take time. St Helens School also have funds for a crossing to gain access to the farm on Larkmead side which they now possess. Chris will approach them to ask if they would consider using their funds for a crossing at Wootton Road.

There is going to be a cycle safety talk organised through the County Council, children are constantly reminded to take care cycling down Spring Road.  It really needs traffic calming measure, town councillors are aware of this but have no budget. Children are encouraged to wear helmets through discounted locker prices.

Year 11 photos - Chris said he would take back the concern that Yr 11 children were asked to wear long sleeved white shirts for the recent school photos, some parents felt that it was not reasonable to expect parents to buy these just for the photo.

Concern was raised at the lack of books of a certain reading level available in both the special needs unit and in the library for special needs children, some money has been donated by a parent to buy books for the library.

There was a request for information at the beginning of school year regarding which sports will be done in which terms so that appropriate equipment can be bought at the relevant time and children will not out grow it before they use it. Also a similar request to know what trips and parental expenditure is expected during a school year to help parents and pupils plan and decide which trips they can subscribe to as they arise.

The new website looks very good but it is difficult to find holiday dates for 2008/9.

We were informed by Chris that the school have had a major gas leak caused by the age of the main pipe serving the school, work on this is nearly complete but many rooms in the school have been without heating because of this work. The cold temperatures in the gym are not because of this leak but because of the ancient pipework which would be a mammoth task to update but does need doing!

3. PARENT/GOVERNOR CONSULTATION
James Tweed, Chair of the Governors, informed us that in years past there had been a legal obligation for governors to meet with parents, but this is no longer the case. Governors would like to know if there is a desire to meet with them and if so what would people like to discuss. We had a brainstorming session with Lark Rise members giving their opinions. There was a general feeling that is would be worth trying to organise such a meeting and James will take our comments back to the governors. They would hope to hold such a meeting towards the end of term 4.

4. ACTIONS FROM LAST MINUTES
There will be no new prospectus printed until 2009 but Lark Rise can do an insert to go into the next prospectus. ACTION:Karen or Wendy Winfield to draft something for this.

It was decided that it was not one of our priorities to design a Lark Rise logo, the rebranding of the school has been postponed for the time being possibly until after the school field has been sold.

5. COFFEE MORNING

Wednesday 30 January 9.15 - 10.30 in Learning Resource Centre, there will be a bring and buy sale of old books and magazines

ACTION: Sara to bring tea/coffee/sugar/milk

Sarah and Karen to bring cakes

Stephanie to bring flasks.

6. SPENDING MONEY
Mirror for girls changing room - no objection from staff.  £50 to be spent on this - agreed.

Mural for maths corridor - very excited response from Chris and
Mr Whiting, in hands of the school to organise possibly through Student Voice, Lark Rise could provide paint and brushes.

Extracurricular clubs - it was decided that we would tell staff that we have £100 available for this and ask them to make requests.

Have had a quote of £60 for a cupboard to store Lark Rise things in the staff room, it was felt that this was quite a lot of money and Sarah and Karen agreed to have a look for a cheaper option before the next mtg.

7. BINGO NIGHT 14 MARCH 7.30PM IN SCHOOL HALL
Bingo machine booked from Abingdon United. David and Sue volunteered to run the bar.

Karen Mount offered to get the prizes, small eggs/chocs for a line, bigger choc egg for full house.
We will have seven sheets of games, £1 a sheet. Karen to get the bingo sheets.

Karen will ask Graham Seymour about getting a license for the bar

Karen will email a request for a caller!!

Posters hopefully Wendy Winfield may do these!

8. AOB

It was suggested that Lark Rise should consider getting a card for Bakers in Witney, less food than Bookers but more stationary and small gifts/prizes.

Karen will email details of a request for volunteers to join a schools admissions appeal panel

9. NEXT MEETING: TUES FEB 5TH AND THEN MON MARCH 3RD 7.30PM
Sarah Onion
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