LARK RISE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE

 LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE, LARKMEAD SCHOOL

ON MONDAY, 3 MARCH 2008
Present:  Karen Turner, Sara Organ, Sarah Onion, Stephanie Harrison, Claire Macrae, David Busby, Beth Palmer, Debra Allen, Karen Mount. 
	
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Sally Beer, Ros Webster, Beryl Tillin,
Sally Atcherley-Symes and Chris Harris.  
2. AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Claire Macrae pointed out that the prize of cinema tickets had been suggested for the game of heads and tails and not for a line or full house.
3. ACTIONS FROM LAST MEETING
Coffee evening - Sara had only received a few emails in reply to her request for feedback on the Lark Rise coffee evening social.  David Busby suggested glasses of wine may summon up a bit more interest!!  Now you’re talking!!  A date would be decided for the evening.  Sarah Onion kindly offered to do a flyer to advertise this.
Mirror for changing room - Debra Allen had emailed Mrs Holme a number of times but had no reply as yet.  She would try ringing and leaving message.

Extra Curricular club feedback – a science class may be a possibility.  It was agreed in principal that any such club would be supported by Lark Rise if a definite request was made.
A definite response from Mr O’Regan had been received.  He had approached Karen about starting up a new club “The Young Radicals”.  Karen passed around a poster made up to advertise this Club which would sponsor a child and support Amnesty International who campaign for people all over the world who have been abused.  He asked if Lark Rise would put forward some money to sponsor a child in Africa.  A grant of £60 was agreed for this.
Mr O’Regan would need to make clear to those who took part that Lark Rise had sponsored the Club and he would need to give Lark Rise some feedback as to how they were getting on.
This lead to parents discussing their feelings about the relationship between staff and Lark Rise.  Many members felt that links were poor and were concerned about how much staff knew about Lark Rise and its objectives.  It was also felt that ideally a member of staff should always represent the school at the Lark Rise meetings.  It was discussed about how we could improve on this.  Although the main office is sent a copy of the minutes Sara asked what happens to them then and suggested that the minutes could be put up on a  notice board in the Staff Room.  She would email Julie Watson to see what could be done.  It was also suggested that we could promote Lark Rise activities in the staff newsletter.
Lark Rise Cupboard – Sara had received an email from Sue Munday just to let us know that any cupboard would need to fit in with the existing units in the staff room.  Stephanie Harrison knew someone who had a contact in the kitchen business who may be able to track something down and give a discount too when the correct measurements had been taken.
4.BINGO EVENING UPDATE
Wendy Winfield had produced some lovely posters but sadly most of them had mysteriously disappeared!  Karen Turner has spoken to Wendy about this and she will send some more in to the Office.
Claire Macrae was stapling the bingo sheets together.
Karen had sorted the bar license out for the Bingo eve this time around.  Some kindly soul would still be sought to organize bar licenses for future social events though (just thought I’d add that!!).

In the process of this Karen had found out that the School had already requested a license for the Thursday evening before Bingo and as, legally,  there cannot be a request for 2 licenses within 24 hrs, the School have agreed to extend their license for the bingo evening.  Thank you.
Karen explained that the Bingo caller is a lady called Julie Kirby (an acquaintance of Sally Beer) who has vast experience of these matters and was quite happy to do the calling for free.  A thank you gift will be given to her at the end of the evening.

[David Busby left the meeting]
Sara would bring coffee, tea, etc. on Bingo eve.
Karen Mount had received a donation of a book and CD and Sainsbury’s had donated some Easter eggs.
Chocolates had been donated and Karen Mount suggested that we should give to the Office staff as they had been very helpful with the printing off and selling tickets.

Heads and Tails would be played (free of charge) 3 times and a McDonalds meal voucher given as a prize each time.
Raffle – Debra Allen will sell raffle tickets.  Sarah and Sara and any other willing party will fold raffle tickets!!
Sara to ‘phone Sarah with a date to put on the flyers about the social evening.  These will be put on the tables at the bingo evening.
5. DISCUSSIONS RE SOCIAL EVENING
Although hesitant at first, Chris popped in to say “hello” at this point and members discussed their feelings about Lark Rise parent/staff communications with him.  Chris did his level best to rally the troops as it has to be said we were a bit down at this stage of the evening but don’t despair everyone – cheer up - all comes to he who waits!!

A date of Thursday, 27 March had been discussed for a social evening as this was Year 9 Parents Eve and it was felt opportune to catch staff attention then and invite them to our social evening.   A number of parents were keen to bake cakes and bring them in to offer them around to staff at appropriate intervals.  Chris knew they would love this and it would be much appreciated. 
The social evening would be discussed further and Karen suggested we have a short meeting to discuss this on Monday, 17 March.

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Karen passed around a draft copy of the Lark Rise insert for the school prospectus.  General feedback was positive and it was agreed to pass this on to the school.
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on Monday, 17 March at 7.30 pm in the Learning Resource Centre at Larkmead.  This would be a brief, informal meeting to discuss the social evening only.
Sara Organ
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