LARK RISE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE

 LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE, LARKMEAD SCHOOL

ON WEDNESDAY, 25 FEBRUARY 2009
Present:  Karen Turner, Sara Organ, Guy Holford, Chris Harris, Sue Alcock, Jude Yates, Christine Sadler, Nic Wilkinson, Sue Sadler, Elaine Watts, Rhiannon Newton,
Karen Mount, Sally Beer, Moira Harris, Beth Palmer, Beryl Tillin, Celia O’Hara,
Pat Bennett, Sue Dix. 
	
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES
Sally Atcherley-Symes, Nicky Kerry, Liza Mae, Ticia Lever, Jan Bartlett, Cherina Scarrott, Louise Phillips, James Tweed, Sarah Onion, Anne Sené. 
2. ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

Karen ran through the actions from the last “Brainstorming” meeting dated 14 January 2009.  

a) Moira Harris agreed to request parent helpers from all feeder schools wherever possible but particularly for the school open evenings.
b) Guy confirmed that there are some questions and answers already on the website but welcomed more input from parents.
c) Karen had spoken to Chris Harris on 20 January regarding fundraising ideas.  Chris had put forward the idea of raising money for a school minibus (which would be discussed later in the meeting).  In principle it was agreed that Lark Rise could send information about their events via the school parent mail system (once it is up and running).
3a) LARKMEAD LEARNING ARK

Chris Harris had kindly agreed to come along to the meeting to present the “Larkmead Learning Ark” to parents.   This is an initiative being used in School to get students to recognize higher order thinking skills.  
 
Beth Palmer asked if parents could have access to the PowerPoint presentation Chris had used in his talk.  Chris would give Guy Holford a disc so a copy could be put on Lark Rise website.
Chris spoke briefly about the minibus.  The School had already gone ahead with this purchase as the present vehicle had become unfit for purpose.  If Lark Rise wanted to raise funds for this the minibus could then advertise both the Lark Rise and Larkmead logos.

Chris Harris left the meeting.
3b) REQUESTS FOR FUNDING
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme - Pat Bennett asked Lark Rise if they would be prepared to put some funding towards helping students involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme.  It was agreed to give £100 as last year.  Pat thanked Lark Rise for this contribution.
Minibus – It was agreed to set the target of funding a quarter of the minibus, i.e.  £2k.  Nic Wilkinson suggested all funds from the Quiz Evening could be given towards this to start things off.  Thereafter the 100 club will be used to fund the difference.
3c) PARENT HELPERS AT SCHOOL EVENTS
Pat Bennett pointed out that all school events were held on a Thursday night and that this should be noted by Lark Rise members wishing to help out.  There was a general discussion about which events Lark Rise should support.  Karen asked if anyone would like to review the school calendar with a view to suggesting possible suitable events.
Moira Harris agreed to look into this.

4. EVENTS UPDATE
Quiz Evening: Friday, 27 March - Nic Wilkinson passed her thanks on to
Beth Palmer for all her hard work producing the lovely posters for the Quiz Evening.  The ticket prices had remained the same as last year and were available from Student Services or the Office.

5. FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Karen Mount asked if anyone else would like to attend the Willow Workshop on Saturday as there were a few spaces left.  She had also been working on a new 100 club – which should be launched at the Quiz Night.
6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Sally Beer had sent an email asking for parent volunteers to help in school.  So far Sally had received at least 11 offers of parent help which was lovely to hear.
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held in the Learning Resource Centre at Larkmead on Wednesday, 22 April 2009 at 7.30 pm.  All very welcome.
Sara Organ
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