LARK RISE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE

 LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE, LARKMEAD SCHOOL

ON WEDNESDAY, 10 JUNE 2009
Present:  Karen Turner, Sara Organ, Guy Holford, Rhiannon Newton, David Busby,
Karen Mount, Sally Beer, Beth Palmer, Celia O’Hara and Elaine Watts 
	
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES
Sarah Onion, Pat Bennett, Jan Bartlett, Chris Harris, Nic Wilkinson and

Sally Atcherley-Symes.
2. ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

Karen ran through the actions from the last meeting held on 23 April 2009.
a) Sally Beer had spoken to a lady from the County Council re CRB checks.  The basic rule is that any parent on school property needs a CRB check.  There may be moves afoot to change procedure for CRB checks in October so it was decided to wait and see and go from there and maybe avoid unnecessary expense and paperwork.

Re health and safety issues at events Sally had spoken to John the Site Manager about fire checks.  He told her that everyone is responsible for their individual safety.  Celia suggested fluorescent jackets to be available for the person who leads attendees to the designated assembly point (field at front of school) and for the person who does the final ‘sweep’ of the hall.  For the BBQ John would provide a ‘30 man’ first aid kit, fire blanket and extinguisher and he will also make these available at all events.  He advised cars to park away from back doors (on tennis court for example).

b) Celia had set up a second account specifically for the 200 Club. 
NB Sara completed the account form and signed. 

At the moment two signatories are required for the main bank account - Sara or Karen and Celia. 
It was suggested that for the 200 Club account Celia would have to sign along with Sally or Karen Mount.  This was agreed.
c) Guy Holford had volunteered to produce invitations to new year 7 parents for the social evening in September which would be handed out to new parents on 23 June.  He asked Karen to write the wording so that he could create the invitations in time.
3. SCHOOL MATTERS
Parents Evenings - Sara raised the issue of there being clear instructions for parents on Parents Evening as they enter the building.  There are too many entrances and exits and no specific signs to guide visitors especially when it may be the first Parents Evening they have attended at Larkmead.   There is no Reception Desk to sign in, only a table at the side of the math’s corridor entrance.  At the Year 9 parents evening this had caused confusion for parents, and teachers had no indication if a parent and their child/children were waiting to see them.  Year 7 parents present at the Lark Rise meeting said that they had had a similar experience and that the current set up had not felt very welcoming.   It was suggested that a designated reception desk be set up for the future so that parents a) feel welcomed and b) know where they are going!
Year 9 Options feedback - David Busby voiced his concern over the way the Y9 options had been processed.  At the Year 9 Options Evening the Deputy Head, Mr Dennett had indicated that if a pupil could not chose options from the specified columns then they were at liberty to write their preferences on the bottom of the grid and these would then be taken into consideration when the final decisions were made.  This was then disputed by the Year Head and then over-ruled.  There appeared to be mis-communication within management about the grid system and it was felt that communication to parents needed improvement in order to ensure confidence in the system.  It was also pointed out that Larkmead is the only one of the 3 state schools in Abingdon that uses the column system for option choices.
Toilet issues – June White had spoken to Chris Harris about this at the Coffee Morning and he had agreed to look into it.  Chris had emailed Sara before the meeting with the number of toilets at School.

Sara had printed off a copy of the statutory education instruments for ‘washroom facilities’ in schools and this was handed around together with an email from Graham Seymour, the Building Manager.
The statutory rules for secondary schools state that the sanitary fittings are equal to 5% of the number of pupils at the school, i.e. approximately 800 at Larkmead.  Therefore there should be 40 functional boys and girls toilets at the school.   There are currently 37 of which 6 are out of use for ‘student management’ reasons and it is proposed that these 6 are to be removed for the ICT Zone.
Members of the committee were surprised and concerned at the lack of facilities.  Some parents at the meeting said that their own children weren’t able to use the existing toilets as they were constantly being used by pupils during breaks for telephoning/texting on mobiles (2 to 1 cubicle at times!) and applying makeup at the mirror.  The toilets in the main math’s corridor were used by Years 7, 8 and 9 and also by 6th formers (as it is the closest to their Common Room).  
Karen asked Sara to send a copy of the Statutory Instruments to Karen.
Karen would arrange a meeting and feedback to Chris Harris on issues brought up from ‘School Matters’.

Before the next item could be discussed Celia gave a report on our current financial situation – this amounted to £315 from this year plus £365 residue from last year giving a grand total £680.  
4. REQUEST FOR PART FUNDING - TILSLEY PARK FOR SPORTS DAY
Larkmead used the Park last year for free but had been invoiced £325 hire charges this year so Chris had asked if Lark Rise could help pay £150 towards the cost of hire.  This was agreed.
5. SWAP SHOP
Beth Palmer had been very busy sending out posters and visiting people to spread the word!  She had had very positive feedback from people in the town and especially mentioned people working at the shop in the army barracks, many of whom were parents.  They had stressed that they were very keen to be part of the community and know what events were happening at School.  A meeting was arranged to discuss Swap Shop final details (see below).
6. 200 CLUB DRAW

Karen Mount did her stuff and drew the winners for May and June.   The following people were picked out of the pot:
Our first winner for May was Audrey Screen
Second for May was Beth Palmer

Our first winner for June was Beth Palmer

And our second for June was Jan Bartlett

Hooray to everyone!!

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was a huge clap for Beth for all her hard work.  Well done Beth.

It was noted that Karen had asked Sara to send an email to Pauline Valentine as an invite reminder to all staff about Lark Rise meetings.  This had been done for this meeting and a reminder would be sent for future meetings. 

Karen told the Committee that there had been 93 responses to the parent’s questionnaire out of 800.  This was an improvement on last year.  She gave details of the agenda for the feedback meeting on the 16 June and encouraged parents to attend if they could.
8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next committee meeting will be held in the Learning Resource Centre at Larkmead on Tuesday, 7 July 2009 at 7.30 pm. All welcome as usual.

A meeting to discuss the Swap Shop refreshments will be held on Friday,
19 June, Karen Mount’s house at 9.15 am.  Anyone wishing to attend should email her at mountwenborn@aol.com.
Sara suggested an end of term Lark Rise drinks social and this was arranged for Wednesday, 15 July 2009 at the Spread Eagle pub, Northcourt Road at
8 pm.  All welcome. 
Sara Organ

11 June 2009
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