LARK RISE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN THE

 LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE, LARKMEAD SCHOOL

ON TUESDAY, 7 JULY 2009
Present:  Karen Turner, Sara Organ, David Busby, Beth Palmer and Sally Beer.
	
	ACTION

	1. APOLOGIES
Jan Bartlett, Nic Wilkinson, Moira Harris, Beryl Tillin and Karen Mount.
2. ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES

Karen ran through the actions from the last meeting held on 10 June 2009.
a) Karen had sent Guy Holford some wording to accompany the invitations for the new Year 7 parents social evening in September.

b) Sara had sent a copy of the Statutory Instruments for Schools to Karen.

c) Karen had arranged a feedback meeting with Chris Harris.  Chris had listened to Committee opinions on Parents Evenings, Options Evenings and School toilet facilities.  He had taken Karen on a tour of the school toilets.  As the provision of these facilities was a matter for the School Governors to action Karen had sent James Tweed, Chair of Governors, a table of our findings emphasising that toilet facilities, although available, were not easily accessible for pupils during break and lunchtimes.  

d) Sara had sent Pauline Valentine a reminder of the Lark Rise meetings to send to staff.

3. SCHOOL MATTERS
Sara was concerned that the School had taken children to sports day at Tilsley Park without asking for parental permission to do so.  Other Committee members were also worried about this.  Last year a letter had been sent to parents regarding transport arrangements for sports day and also asking parents to volunteer to walk/cycle with students to Tilsley Park.  It was felt it was common courtesy for the School to let parents know if their children had been taken off school premises to an event and as a Larkmead pupil was killed on this same route less than a week later informing parents was of paramount importance.  There was also concern that Larkmead pupils leaving Tilsley Park en masse at the end of the school day had caused dangerous conditions for other users of the cycle paths particularly pupils from other schools.  It was noted also that for many pupils the journey to and from Tilsley Park is an unfamiliar route.  Arrangements in future needed to be monitored closely and parents informed in plenty of time.
Feelings were very strong regarding pupil safety travelling to and from school especially since the most recent tragic events.  Sara felt that the Council needed to act swiftly and a metal barrier should be put up at the bottom of the footpath just by the Larkmead Bridge cycle/pedestrian path to protect pupils as they join the path.  This route was used by many school pupils (not just Larkmead) from both North and South Abingdon.  Parents should also be discouraged from the dangerous practice of dropping off pupils by the side of the road and opening passenger car doors straight into the pathway.  Making this area safer was essential as, following changes to traffic routes in the town centre, an increasing number of drivers used the ring road to escape congestion in the town.  Beth volunteered to draft a letter to the Council to voice the Committee’s concerns.
4. EVENTS UPDATE
Sally Beer confirmed dates for social events (see School Website for more details).  She expressed her thanks to Beth for the success of the Swap Shop.  The feedback from the Swap Shop was generally very positive.  June White had commented that more press coverage was needed on the day.  Approximately £120 was raised (our planet was helped in the process too!!).  Beth was very grateful to the Larkmead students and their friends that helped on the day.

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Sally Beer expressed concern about the amount of time it took for emails to be sent out to members.  She felt people should have more notice.  David Busby pointed out that paid work would always take priority over voluntary work.  It was also noted that agendas and minutes should be sent to every member on the email distribution list and not just put on the web.  Karen to speak to Guy Holford about this to find out a way around the issue.
Lark Rise information signs - Sally Beer would purchase a sign board for use on the school driveway indicating forthcoming events, e.g. Lark Rise coffee mornings.  This would act as a gentle reminder to parents and pupils arriving at school. 
School website - It was noted that the Goya art icon was masking the ‘PTA’ words of Lark Rise on the school website.  It needed to be moved over slightly so visitors to the school website could understand what ‘Lark Rise’ was all about.  Sara to email Guy Townsend about this.
6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next committee meeting will be held in the Learning Resource Centre at Larkmead on Wednesday, 9 September 2009 at 7.30 pm. All very welcome as usual.

Sara Organ

17 July 2009

-------------------------------------------------

POST MINUTE NOTES

3 September 2009 - Karen asked Sara to email Chris Harris with Committee’s concerns regarding Sports Day (ref 3: School Matters).
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